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4. THE PRESIDENCY.
XL The Presidency of the Confederation
belongs to the King of Prussia, who bears the
name of German Emperor. The Emperor has
to represent the Empire internationally, to
declare war and to conclude peace in the name
of the Empire, to enter into alliances and other
treaties with Foreign Powers, to accredit and
to receive Ambassadors.
The consent of the Council of the Con-
federation is necessary for the declaration of
war in the name of the Empire, unless an attack
on the territory or the coast of the Confedera-
tion has taken place.
In so far as treaties with Foreign States have
reference to affairs which, according to Ar-
ticle IV, belong to the jurisdiction of the
Imperial Legislature, the consent of the Coun-
cil of Confederation is requisite for their
conclusion, and the sanction of the Imperial
Diet for their coming into force.
XII. The Emperor has the right to summon,
to open, to prorogue, and to close both the
Council of the Confederation and the Imperial
Diet.
XIIL The summoning of the Council of the